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Front cover: Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen Mother signs the 
Visitors Book when she formally opened 
the Clayton House extension on 14 July 
this year, The bust of Tubby Clayton 
looks on approvingly! More pictures 
elsewhere in this issue. 

Photo: Peter Treagus, Crawley & District 
Observer. 


Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all back- 
grounds and beliefs. Local group activ- 
ities range from holidavs for the handi- 
capped and children’s playschemes to arts 
festivals and even bird-watching. Toc H 
is short for Talbot House: the soldiers” 
club in Belgium founded by the Reverend 
‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. Today Toc H 
provides opportunities for people to test 
the relevance of practical Christianity and 
we welcome anyone who would like to 
give us a try. 


Members accept a four-fold commitment: 
1. To build friendships across the barriers 
that divide man from man. 

2. To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions while 
always being willing to listen to the views 
of others. 

4. To work for the building of that better 
world which has been called the Kingdom 
of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world 

in which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think fairly. 
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VIEWPOINT 


I suggested some months ago that we leaned too much on ‘experts’, who were often — 
very often — wrong, and that we far too rarely tested their theories in the light of our 
own experience, We must test what the experts tell us against our own experience 
before we adopt it. There does seem to be some sort of natural law which leaves many 
experts short of practical sense. I read somewhere once that the great Sir Isaac Newton 
ordered a large hole to be cut in his door for the cat to use and a smaller one by its side 
to let in the kittens! ; 

Nowhere have our modern experts been more wrong than in questions of size. 
When I was young, a few men like Chesterton were fighting for what they called 
‘Distributism’ — the wide dispersal of private property. They believed that moderate 
private ownership made men free from total dependence on the state or on other men 
and that that was what most decent people wanted. It didn’t happen. The economic 
experts laid down the law of ‘economy of scale’, enterprises grew bigger and bigger and 
more and more impersonal and capital — private property — was concentrated in fewer 
and fewer hands. I believe that Herbert Austin — of Austin Seven fame — grew 
depressed when his business expanded to employ nearly 2,000 men, because he no 
longer knew the names of his workers, What would he say about the position of the 
British Leyland chairman? I remember speaking a few years ago to the headmaster of 
a 2,000 strong comprehensive school on the first day of the school year. When I asked 
if he could ever know his pupils, he told me that, since he was blessed with an excellent 
memory, he had a fair chance of knowing the names of all his teachers by around 
Christmas! Many of us suspect that the unease and unrest brought on us by these huge 
impersonal enterprises are not in practice counterbalanced by a more efficient output 
— whether we are talking of private, multi-national firms, nationalised industries or 
overlarge schools. 

How much have you and I and the people we know benefited from the last 
Conservative government’s reorganisation of local authorities? Mr Peter Walker and 
others used the same ‘economy of scale’ arguments then. Naturally, the new, bigger 
authorities needed higher grade officials at expanded salaries and in many cases big 
new town halls and office blocks. And the whole new structure became much more 
remote from the men and women it jokingly claims to serve. 

Similar ‘expert’ arguments were used by architects and planners to produce new, 
larger, and more remote hospitals and monstrous high rise flats in what it is now a 
cliche to call ‘concrete jungles’, The flats, we were told confidently, would provide 
the maximum number of ‘accommodation units’ (not homes”!) on the smallest amount 
of scarce land. The latest study I have seen suggests that the experts now know that 
little if any extra land would have been required to build small houses with gardens! 

The sheer size of everything is swamping us. Look at our cities. After some 
20,000 years of organised human life in small settlements, we have rushed into the age 
of the ‘megalopolis’. Recently, I saw an architect’s suggestion that we might save some 
countryside if we did all our new building — high rise flats, office blocks and shopping 
centres — in a continuous ribbon development along all our motorways, served by a 
network of service roads. Let us pray that no government with a working majority 
ever believes him! Barbara Ward (in her recent book “The Home of Man’) pointed out 
that civilised man has had urban crises at least since the destruction of his earliest city, 
Ur, in 2,000 BC, What is new is the scale, Men still think and love small — in terms of 
family, tribe, village, suburb. I know that, in legal fact, ! live in the Metropolitan 
Borough of the Wirral — the eighth largest in the country, I believe, I’ve yet to hear 
anyone claim to live there: we talk of living in Bebington or Rock Ferry or Tranmere 
or Heswall. One of the earliest Chesterton novels (‘The Napoleon of Notting Hill’) 
wonderfully developed this theme: a man will fight for Ladbroke Grove, but not for 
the GLC! Less than 200 years ago, 90% of the population of the world lived in villages 
or towns of fewer than 20,000 people, Barbara Ward estimates that by 1985, the 
world will have 273 cities of a million or more, 147 of these in the Third World. By 
then, there could be 17 cities of more than 10 million people — many of them 
grindingly poor. These would include Mexico City with 18 million, Tokyo with 25 
million and Bombay and Calcutta perhaps four times greater. Of course, these 
developments may be prevented by urban collapse but such projections heavily 
underline the rate of world population increase and the terrifying rate at which 
increasingly desperate men are moving into congested and squalid conurbations. 

Thank God we are living and working in a Movement which is built on the 
smallness of man and the importance of his close family relations with the men around 
him. Let us fight against all the ‘mega-s’! A ‘megalopolis’ is a huge densely populated 
city; the fear of ‘megadeath’ needs no underlining: ‘megalomania’ is the delusion that 
we are great and powerful or the madness of going for big things for their own sake. 
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CLAYTON HOUSE OPENING 


In October 1976, the first part of 
Crawley’s Clayton House — the 
conversion of an old vandalised house 
and a bungalow — was opened by the 
Chairman of the New Towns Commission. 
It was at once working full stretch and a 
large new extension was planned so that 
the buildings could take 30 homeless 
young people. The whole operation with 
its special facilities to enable residents to 
carry out community work wasa 
mammoth task, much of the new building 
the work of unemployed youngsters 
under the Government’s job creation 
programme. Crawley business firms and 
other local organisations helped in many 
ways and grants were received from the 
New Towns Commission and the Queen’s 
Silver Jubilee Fund. 

Rev Edgar Wallace's dream was 
realised when, on 14 July 1978, Her 
Majesty The Queen Mother came to 
Crawley formally to open the completed 
project. Her Majesty spent nearly two 
hours touring the building and talking to 
residents and supporters. During her tour, 
she was accompanied by Lavinia, Duchess 
of Norfolk — the County’s Lord 
Lieutenant and a strong supporter of the 
house, 

Speaking at the opening ceremony, 
Her Majesty said that ‘Tubby’ was a man 
who contributed greatly to the well-being 
of many people both in war and peace. 
She went on: 

‘I hope that this house and its 
idcals will conform in every way with 
the inspired plan and purpose which he 
so vigorously pursued in the founding of 
the Toc H Movement. 

This fine building is, I know, an 
excellent example of co-operation 
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Photos: Peter Treagus, Crawley & District Observer 
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The ceremony is over. 
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believe that the Little Gidding 


E The re-formed Mark 7 Branch success- 
fully completed its first major project 
during August. This consisted of 
providing a holiday in Barry, South Wales 
for a deprived family — a one parent 
family from North London with a 
mentally handicapped daughter. The 
holiday was financed with money 
collected as a result of asponsored walk 
organised by the branch and a holiday 
bungalow was provided through the Barry 
Round Table. Members of the Mark 7 
Branch provided transport and drivers 
and the family spent a rewarding week 
on the South Wales coast. It is intended 
that this project should be undertaken 
annually. 


Ml This year, the Northampton branches 
have again taken a coach party of 45 old 
and infirm people to Misterton Hall, near 
Lutterworth, where a warm welcome 
always awaits them. Catering for the day 
was undertaken by the Northampton 
Women’s Branch and they actually had a 
fine day in which to explore the grounds 
and watch the many varieties of water 
fowl. Ted Curry, in sending this news, 
points out that any group may arrange 
such visits to Misterton Hall at almost 
any time of the year. If you would like 
to do so, you should write to: 

Age Concern, 6 St Martins, Leicester 
LE! 5DB. 


Photo: Kentish Times 


Earlier this year, after exhaustive 
preparation, Shooters Hill District, Toc H 
Action Group mounted a Wishing Week 
in Crayford. Although only 200 leaflets 
(6%) were returned with wishes, they 
covered a wide cross section of the public 
and included many offers of help. When 
the wishes were analysed, a public 
meeting was called and among those 
attending were three local councillors, 
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bel Davey died earlier this 
es eich (West Worthing Women s 
Branch) decided to provide a DES E 
memorial to celebrate her near 40 yea 
membership of the Movement, They 
raised a local subscription list and u 
had made a wrought iron flower stan 
for the Chapel at Clayton House, Crawley: 
it symbolises Mabel’s three great loves — 
Toc H, the Church and flowers. The 
memorial was dedicated by the Bishop of 
Horsham in September when he dedicated 
the Chapel and celebrated the first Holy 
Communion Service there. 


I This year, Peterborough and Stamford 
District completed their third successful 
project at Little Gidding at which 
volunteers joined with members in the 
work, meditation and devotion of the 
Community. One of the volunteers, when 
writing to thank the project leader, said 

« _,1 felt that an incredible “group 
spirit” developed between the many 
people who were staying at Little Gidding; 
and the friendships made there were true 
to the Toc H ideals of barriers being 
removed and relationships being formed 
between people of differing backgrounds. 
The overall presence of God was always 
felt for ... Little Gidding has a very 


special atmosphere about it... you can 
always find peace of mind, even when 
sharing a barn with 14 others! I truly 


Peo, 
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the Bexley Borough Council PRO, the 
chairman of the Bexley Council of 
Voluntary Services and a number of 
representatives from local statutory and 
voluntary bodies. The Action Group is 
now well into the third phase of the 
operation, assessing what can be done 


and collecting the necessary volunteer 
labour. 


Photo: Scott Shaw 


Community and Toc H are in ma 
synonymous in that both are see 
way of life free from hatred and Strife 
It is because of this that I hope you will 
continue to arrange projects there for 
many summers to come...’ 


ny Ways 
king a 


EI Wilf Burton, SE Essex DEC Chairman 
has had a disconcerting experience. He 
was told of a man in Southend who 
needed one of our ‘flashing lights’ for his 
mother who lived alone in Dagenham. 
The light was duly ordered and Wilf 
eventually delivered it in person to the 
man who had requested it. The 
gentleman examined the unit very closely 
then ushered Wilf into another room 
where he had a stock of flashing light 
units, quite clearly mass produced, ‘I 
won't have to sue you after all’ he told 
ihe startled Wilf. ‘The write up in the 
local paper made me think you had 
infringed my patent...° He went on to 
warn Wilf that he also had a patent on 
‘flashing door bells’ for the deaf and that 
he expected a contract to supply one of 
the London councils! Wilf staggered off, 
carrying his unwanted light unit and Mr 
X’s brochure (retail price for lamp units 
£12.50 and the door bells £5.25!) and 
minus the Toc H donation he had 
expected when he set out. 


AS ‘Skegg’ Blanchard retired from his 
full time post with Toc H on 31 July 
after 32 years of continuous service with 
the Movement. Throughout his long time 
with us, Skegg worked in the Publications 
Department and he regularly conducted 
memorable minibus tours to Poperinge. 
He is continuing, of course, with all his 
voluntary work at All Hallows. We areall 
missing the benefits we had from his long 
and wide experience in the Movement. 
On 25 July past and present Headquarters 
staff and other friends said goodbye to 
Skegg at a lively lunchtime party in the 
garden at Wendover on one of this 
summer’s rare fine days. The picture 
shows Skegg receiving a farewell gift from 
the hands of the Director. 
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Saltash TocH 


celebrates 40 years 
of fellowship 


by Lance Parkes 


‘Where's Saltash, anyway? I can hear 
some *furriner saying. Well, it's a town 
on the west bank of the river Tamar — the 
natural boundary between Cornwall and 
England — and guards two entrances to 


the Delectable Duchy, ie the Royal Albert | 


Bridge (BR) and the Tamar Road Bridge: 
the city of Plymouth is at the other end 
of these bridges, but as everyone 
hereabouts knows ‘Saltash was a borough | 
town when Plymouth was a fuzzy down”; 
so now ‘You knaws where we'em to”, 


We started our celebrations with a Service 
of Thanksgiving attended by local civic 
heads, members of branches from the 
Wivelshire and Plymouth Districts, and 
invited guests. As the strains of the ‘Old 
100th’ echoed round this ancient church, 
I imagined our Elder Brethren nodding 
approvingly. 


After the service we adjourned to the 
Church Rooms for our birthday party, 
the supper being prepared and served by 
the Ladies’ Committee of the Church, 
The MC for the evening, being old and 
disabled, was installed in the special 
armchair usually used by the Bishop on 
his visits to the Church — he hopes in 
future to be addressed as ‘My Lord’! 

He gave a very brief history of the 
branch’s activities over the past 40 years, 
recalling some of the highlights of its 
service to the town. 


Then followed a typical mixture of the 
grave and gay — old Toc H songs; action 
songs in which the dignified civic heads 
vied with the youngsters of nearly 90 in 
‘having a go’; and then the singing by the 
whole assembly of John Newton’s 
“Amazing Grace’. 


Then came the highlight of the evening. 
Toc H General Secretary Gilbert Francis 
spent nine years as the staff man in the 
SW Area, so he was, in a way, coming 
home. He spoke of his happy times here 
and brought birthday greetings from HQ. 
He spoke of the inherent qualities of 
Toc H, the service, the fellowship and 
the sharing of friendship. Tubby had 
done just that in Flanders, and Toc H 
had been trying to follow his lead ever 
since. The friendship shared in The Old 
House was the same friendship the world 
was crying out for now and we must 
supply it or at least try to. Gilbert urged 
us to be forward looking — the past was 
history, the future was ours to create! 


We all joined in the Toc H prayer, asking 
that He would strengthen the good thing 
thus begun and help us to work for the 
establisnment of His Kingdom in the 
hearts of all people: Padre dismissed us 
with His Blessing, and another ‘Happy 
Birthday’ came to an end. 


Family 
Watters 


D Gina Vianney 


SHOULD TELEVISION BE A TREAT 


| A most unhappy outcome of too much artificial stimulus (and the amount of 
| destructive triviality on television) is the embarrassment of many young people at 
any thing serious. 

They are scared away from good singing, classical music, opera and anything 
longer than three minutes’ duration. They undervalue and underrate the quality of a 
gifted performer, who has spent half his life eradicating all natural defect, working in 
his free time for little or no money, just for sheer love of the talent and achievement. 

Pop stars are flung to the top in their teens, earn more than the Prime Minister 
or the most valuable literary mind, then after a few years fade out in a sick haze of 
drugs, alcohol and immorality. Never to be heard of again. 

And these our young beg to have on records for their birthdays. These the 
children imitate and idolise, and pay up their cash to, while parents try in vain to 
cajole and interest them elsewhere. 

The fear of gravity and emotion is the mark of the undeveloped: people in 
some way afraid or ashamed of the way they feel and react. It should be exercised 
gently and in the secure, safe environment that home ought and used to be. Instead, 
too many people are left alone, or silent in a group, with dirty minded, ignorant 
comedians making fun of the great. 

Anything demanding a long, arduous training is rejected by this generation. 
There has to be a quick return, so real training is still confined to the rich. Self denial 
is decried and refused. The well trained, in any field, must be recognised and repaid. 
Otherwise all such avenues will close, and there will be no such training available. 
Impatience for results is killing quality and standard at all levels. 

We don't have to be highbrow to realise that Beethoven did something with 
notes that pop groups cannot. The Proms and Festival Hall, as the Old Vic and 
‘Merchant of Venice’, are not in the reach of the majority. Provincial and city theatres 
| have gone over to bingo, rave music, or just sensationalism; anything to make money 

fast. 


It is for older members of the family to choose something other than mass 
entertainment aimed at the lowest common denominator. They must switch off and 
ration the box to what all the family can enjoy together, as though out on a treat. 

I didn’t think it possible, for my children are as vulnerable as any to pressure 
from outside, and the draw of that screen, but I began to make a rule, they could stay 
up late for anything worth watching. The appeal of that gave me a handle. 
| One of the happiest nights we spent was their introduction to ‘Yeoman of the 
Guard’, well laced with fruit and nut chocolate and a bottle of cider. The young have 


The other demanding exercise for adults is criticism, Everything on that screen 
| must be looked at for truth and value and worth, from commercials to schools 
| broadcasts. Somebody has to have the authority to say, ‘No. That is going off. 

The terrifying thing to me is the tremendous effort it takes, the strength 
of mind required, and the resistance to combined persuasion necessary to develop any 
standard at all, It signifies the colossal power of the medium, and the repressing, 
suppressing effect of what is put out for us to see. 

The aim of the television companies, for their profits’ sake, is that there will be 
no other form of entertainment or time passing in the home. We have to establish 
our detachment and independence, and refusal to be taken over, by shutting the 
thing off now and again and playing a record of Tony Hancock or Pau! Robeson, by 
starting a game of darts or playing the piano, by deciding the dog needs a walk or 
therc’s something we need at the shop. 

Too many people want to make money by telling us what to think, and do, 
and wear, and eat; what to believe and whom to heed. I’m fortunate in counteraction; 
we have a coin meter on the TV set. If anything is coming on that does not pass my 
test, we just all of a sudden run out of 10p pieces! 


If good music and drama does not emanate from the television set, then it is dead. 


to be seduced to reason. They follow their own instincts, and parents have to use them. 


| 
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Charles Bland died on 4 September in 


as I have often 1 yn 

a joyful experience tOr to him 
er ever jist a ‘case’ and everyone 
a person. Children adored him oe 
always clustered around him. Toc Al 
meant everything to him. He loved ita 
lived it. After his retirement he 
succeeded his old friend Alan Paton as 
Hon Commissioner of Toc H Sou th Africa 
until ill health forced him to resign. He 
was a Vice-President of the Movement 
and was to have been appointeda 
President at the 1978 Central Council 
meeting, but he will be remembered by 
his friends not because of the offices he 
held but because of the man he was — 
brim full of compassion, humour and 
humility. By his passing, Toc 11 has lost 
a member whose life exemplified all that 
Toc H stands for, and the world has lost 
a very great Christian. 


We regret to announce the death of the company, 


following members: 


In March: William H Thomas (Camborne) 
In April: John G Blythe (Fulham) 

In May: Albert R Moore (Taunton), 
Frank J Odell (Whitwick), Constance 
Tinkler (Spalding) 

In June: Reg Birkinshaw (Graeme), Rev 
W T Dobson (Tyneside/Wearside District) 
In July: William C Edwards (Southdown) 
In August: Bernard Browning 
(Springfields District), John Cooke 
(Cleethorpes 8: Grimsby), Rev Eric K 
Cross (Kennington — London), Arthur 
Graves (Hull Central), P Ken Hunt 
(Nailsea). Freda Mann (E C & Tower Hill), 
Margaret L Simpson (Hampden Park), 
William A Thompson (Swindon District), 
Robert E A Warne (Boscombe), Elsie 
Woodhouse (Ilkeston) 

In September: Charles E Hudson (Wortley 
de Leeds), Dorothy G Pollitt (Southport), 
Gilburt R Symmons (West Sussex District) 
The following members of Chalfont (W) 
Branch have died in recent months: 

Lily Coleman, Winnie Johnson, Jean 
McMath, Florrie Milton 


AGC 

— SEA 
Dora Brown, Chalfont (Bucks) Women's 
Branch Treasurer died in August. Dora 
joined the Movement in Blackpool 40 
years ago and the Chalfont Branch in 
1968, where she held the office of branch 
treasurer for ten years. She held a 
number of other offices in the Movement, 
including that of Central Councillor. 
Dora gave unstintingly of her time and 
talents and all her work was marked by 
meticulous care and close attention to 
detail. 


Saffron Walden (Essex) Joint Branch — 

and the town itself — lost one of its elder 
sons with the death on 25 July of George 
Edward Moore. His influence on the life 


x DON McKENZIE 
The name of Don McKenzie, who died 
in September in Pinetown, Natal, will 
always be associated with the Toc H TB 
Settlement he founded 28 years ago in 
the Valley of a Thousand Hills and of = 
which he became the first warden (at a 
salary of £5 per month). An active 
member all his life of the Pinetown 
Branch, he was at that time the Personnel 
Manager of the Metal Box Company of 
South Africa but gave up this well paid 
post because of his burning concern about 
the terrible scourge of TB which then, as 
now, infected so high a proportion of 
African children. The story of his early 
struggles to win interest and support for 
his work cannot be told here but the large, 
and now government supported, settle- 
ment which spreads out across the Valley 
remains as a monument to his vision and 
dedication. 

His personality — warm, loving, 
caring — made of the Settlement not only 
a Place of Hope (which is the meaning of 
the word Etembeni) but a place of 
happiness. To walk around it in his 


his wise counsel was always available to 
those who sought it. 


vaian 
‘No, officer, I’m not a shop lifter, Em 
the stall Keeper!’ Ron Ward, Andy 
Cunningham and John Raby of 
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and work of the branch was immense, and 


Stoke Mandeville Hospital. Charles joi 
the Finance Department staff in June ned 
1972 at Trinity Square. Following the 
reorganisation of the department last 
Charles retired on 3] October 1977 

We all send our deepest sympath 
to his wife, Edna, and his two daughter, 
Janice and Barbara, 


year, 


— 
G Roy Symons (West Sussex Distriet) 
died in early September, Roy wasa 
partner in the firm of Donaldsons, the 
Movement’s appointed surveyors, He 
served on the Toc H Properties 
Committee for some 20 years and was 
responsible for steering us through the 
sale of 15 Trinity Square in 1972, 


William (Bill) Parker, aged 65 
(Northallerton) who died suddenly on 
16 August was a sufferer from muscular 
dystrophy. During the whole of his 
association with Toc H, from November 
1948, Bill was confined to a wheelchair, 
He became assistant, and later, editor of 
the Yorkshire Association for the 
Disabled magazine ‘Achievement’. He 
was a man of whom it can be said that 
he left the world a better place for his 
presence, 


Nailsea (Woodspring) Men's Branch have 
suffered a grievous loss in the passing of 
Ken Hunt who was the Branch Chairman 
and a former Central Councillor, Ken was 
a founder member of the branch and had 
been elected to the chairmanship so many 
times because of his tireless and 


thorough approach to all matters. 
JM 


We give thanks for their lives 


! 


Shirehampton (A von ) Men's Branch 
manned the Bristol West District's stall 
at Bristol’s Alexandra Rose Fayre. 
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halom 


by Fred Cooper 


Probably the only Jewish word I know, 
but as a Christian it seems a most 
appropriate way of sending greetings to 
ali our Jewish friends; many of them in 
some way made this story possible. 


l am proud to belong to a movement 
known as Toc Fl, We endeavour to do 
jobs of work for the benefit of the 
community, which usually take the form 
of projects, Here in Thanet our project 
started last summer, to raise money and 
send a group of mentally handicapped 
children away for a holiday; the children 
had to be living at home and not in care — 
the object being two-fold, to give the 
child a holiday and mum and dad a 
chance to live a normal life. Our project 
started with a feie, To open it we had 
Jack Tripp and the cast of the Bunny 
Baron Show who were appearing at the 
Lido on the sea front at the time. We 
started with a parade which was led by 
the Toc H mini-bus driven by the 
Regional staff padre with Jack Tripp and 
the cast inside, followed by the local band 
and majorettes along the sea front to the 
site of the fete, A windy, cold day, but 
with help before and after the fete a 
target of £500 was reached. 


Now to plan the holiday. With the 
backing of my Toc H members I went 
ahead and planned for ihe summer of 
1978. I decided on the Buckets and 
Spades Jewish Home for mentally 
handicapped children; this was when my 
biggest surprise came along. | had booked 
12 children for one week in June, until 
the ‘phone rang one evening and a 
question was asked, ‘Why only one week?’ 
I explained we had only been able to raise 
£500 and that was all we could afford. 
The reply was, ‘You send them for a 
fortnight, we will take care of the rest; if 
Toc H can raise that sort of money, the 
Buckets and Spades Charity will do the 
rest’. We were over the moon; one of the 
other District branches of Toc H offered 
to transport the children at cost of petrol 
so all was well. But, at the eleventh hour 
transport failed — brake trouble. With 12 
hours to go on a Saturday afternoon — 
panic — 12 children on Sunday morning 
with no transport! I started to “phone 
local clubs and voluntary groups, coach 
companies; the same answer — booked up, 
no driver, in for MOT, and so on, 
Eventually a yes, £60 to take them and I 
still had the return trip to worry about! 
As it was Sunday and the coach company 
owner was putting himself out and was 
going to drive the coach himself, no 
grouse. 


Sunday arrived and we went to the school 
to pick up the children. The word was 
out that we had to hire a 56 seater luxury 
coach to take 12 children. One gentleman 
put a £20 cheque in my hand and another 
gave a £20 note; trouble over, We arrived 
and left our children in the care of matron 
who made us welcome. Two weeks later 
we hired another coach and collected the 
children. 


What a happy bunch of youngsters. All 
had a wow of a time thanks to matron 
and her untiring staff. We of Toc H send 
our best wishes to all those who made this 
project a success. Bless you on behalf of 
the children. 


Sequel. I understand one child has so 
improved that the parents are so grateful 
they have sent a personal donation and 
intend to become donors. Another has 
sent a donation, and also an unknown 
person from our District has sent a 
cheque. 


Education for Personal Autonomy: 
Edited by H J Blackham. 


This collection of reports was presented 
to the British Association for Counselling, 
following an inquiry made into the 
behaviour problems shown in schools. 
Special attention is paid to pastoral care 
and counselling in secondary schools; and 
methods of introducing or developing the 
pastoral system in our schools and 
Further Education colleges are given. 


From reading this book, | have begun to 
realise that many of the problems caused 
by individual students in the classroom 
are not being helped in the average 
comprehensive school. Indeed, these 
reports would suggest that our education 
system as it stands, where the pupil is 
expected to conform to the school instead 
of the school adapting to the pupil, may 
be further arresting the social and 
academic development of an already 
disturbed student. 


The many problems facing a teacher 
today are highlighted: not only is he/she 
required to display teaching skills, but he 
is often called upon to play the role of 
parent, counsellor, educational 
psychologist, and social worker, 
Questions are therefore put to the reader 
and to the education system in general, 
as to how much professional help is made 
available to the teacher, to support and 
complement his work. 


WORLD CHAIN 
OF LIGHT 


Spanning the volatile post war history 
of the City of Berlin, Toc H has had 
its home in Schonwalder Allee since 
1945. A partly residential club, it is 
situated in a wooded area to the NW 
about a mile from the Berlin Wall. 
The Club and its Military Hospital 
Annex serve as a base for much mobile 
work amongst isolated groups of 
service folk, including multi-national 
guards at check points. It is the proud 
boast of Toc H Berlin, that no request 
for service has ever gone unanswered. 
Angus Laing, our Warden, has 
been here for some ten years and he 
looks forward to hosting the World 
Chain of Light celebrations which in 
1978 start from Berlin for the first 
time. 


Such help should be offered by a school 
counselling system — something which is 
no longer a desirable extra, but a necessity 
which will ultimately help to perfect the 
role of the teacher and fully utilise the 
resources which ought to be available in 
education. 


As our last secondary and grammar 
schools finally merge to form massive 
comprehensive schools, so the diversity of 
each student’s experiences is ignored, Yet 
it is the poverty or richness of experience 
that each carries with him which will 
determine that student’s capacity to 
develop and to learn. Growth towards 
autonomy in a young person will not, it 

is argued, take care of itself. The self 
which is to develop only comes into 
existence as a result of an organisation of 
his social experiences. If this 
development and self knowledge is dis- 
torted, pastoral care and counselling 
should be available to support both the 
student and the teacher. 


I strongly recommend this book to any 
person who is involved with education in 
a professional capacity; but | also urge 
anyone who is concerned as to where our 
education system is going — as a governor, 
parent, student — not only to read it, but 
to question your school about the exist- 
ence of a pastoral care system. It is the 
duty of us all to realise that the growth 
towards autonomy in a young person 
must be encouraged in education as well 
as academic or technical development, 
and not, as is often the case, regarded as 
an alternative. 

Sally Brown 


Published by the Bedford Square Press, in 
association with the British Association 
for Counselling at £2.95. 


These are extracts from a letter written by one of the demanstrators at the 
Cotswold Festival to George Lee, the Festival Secretary. The writer has since 


become a Toc H member. 


“... You... must receive many letters 
of appreciation and gratitude from people 
who like myself had never before 
experienced a Toc H weekend. 


When I was first asked to demonstrate 
making my pressed flower pictures at the 
Festival I had no idea what I was letting 
myself in for! I had often asked a Toc H 
friend what Toc H was about. She gave 
me a verbal idea, also leaflets to read — 
but now, I know ‘why’ and it is not easy 
to explain, The old saying that one can 
never give experience is indeed true. | 
found out for myself that Toc His an 
experience. One has to be involved 
within its friendship, the warmth of its 
friendship, and its sincerity throughout, 
to experience what it means. 


It was an unforgetrable experience for me, 


one which I will treasure always. From 
the word go I was made to feel ‘one of 
the family’, such was the warmth and 
friendliness from all. 


1 told someone it had been one of the 


happiest weekends in my life and I meant 
that in all sincerity. 1t would be difficult 
for me to tell anyone what impressed me 
most. My impressions were innumerable, 
but if asked to choose I think it would be 
the simple Open Air Eucharist at the close 
of the Festival: it moved me deeply and 
its very simplicity was its spiritual dignity. 


I remarked as we drove back home from 
the Festival that midst all its joy, comrade- 
ship and laughter ( and we did have some 
hilarious moments!) I felt I had had a 
spiritual bath. 


I sold my flower picture and therefore 
ask if you would accept this cheque on 
behalf of Toc H — I would love to feel 
that in some small way it went towards 
the replacement for Dor Knap wherever 
that may be found. 


When I see you all again I hope to be an 
active member of Toc H. One day I hope 
to get my husband to join too. So once 
more my sincere thanks to you — all of 


eee... 
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YOUR LETTERS 


POINT THREE 


Speaking as a member of the younger 
generation, I am writing to disagree with 
the letter from T Gray and P Turner in 
the August issue of Point Three, about 
what is, in their view, a ‘deterioration in 
the quality of the editorial content of 
Point Three.. and... presentation and 
general look’, I would say quite the 
opposite. Point Three improves with 
each issue ‘The magazine isn’t what it 
used to be’ is quite true — it’s refreshingly 
different, and better for it. ] find, at last, 
that I enjoy sitting down and reading it: 
it’s interesting and I find sometimes I read 
things I can relate to myself, 

I think it must be a very difficult 
job in trying to cover so many things 
going on everywhere and if the compiler 
did, it would be a book. 

As it is, it puts forward very fairly 
a great variety of articles and as a result, 
strikes a balance between everything: 
news ideas, articles about other organ- 
isations as well as Toc H news, and even 
the right amount of secular and spiritual 
issues, 

I find I can show the magazine to 
many of my friends — people outside the 
Movement — and nobody could say it 
was in any way offensive or pushing. 1 
for one would stop reading Point Three 
if it didn't continue to make progress. 
After all, we can’t always be looking to 
the past — the world around us is 
constantly changing, so we must look to 
the future. We have to move with the 
times if we are to reach the people of 
today’s world. 


Amanda Dudman 
Durham 


DISTRICT PROJECTS 


I always remember seeing outside a 
Church the words: The family that prays 
together stays together. I think this can 
be said of District projects for they bring 
the whole family of Toc H together, | 
know that many branchies do their own 
projects — much to their credit. However, 
District projects unite the whole family 
of Toc H if only once a year. 
Rededication Services, coffee mornings 
and similar functions bring in a few 
friends: a District project can involve 
outsiders who may become members of 
the family of Toc H and ensure that more 
and more of that family stays and prays 
together. 


Fred Cooper 
Ramsgate 


What do you think? 
Editor. 


LINK WITH INDIA 


Lam an Indian Toc H-er who belonged to 
the Trivandrum Branch of the West Coast 
District, but now camping near Cape 
Cornorin. I would like to place on record 
the good fellowship and service rendered 
for Point Three in fainnindedness, by a 
British Toc H-er Mrs Doris L Kirman of 
West Worthing (Sussex) Women’s Branch. 
She ( and her branch friends) have been 
sending for many years Point Three to 
Trivandrum Branch — first when I was 
the Jobmaster, and, when | moved out, to 
the present Secretary. I do hope that 
Point Three will carry a good news 
coverage on her splendid work. 


Azariah Balu Jacobs 
Tamil Nad, India 


THOUGHTS ON EXTENSION 


l have been prompted to write by the SE 
Regional Chairman’s letter in your August 
issue: John’s thoughts are my thoughts. 

I have said repeatedly that if we 
want to extend our branches, we must 
advertise ourselves, It is the ‘done thing’ 
these days. We have TV, newspapers, 
libraries, railway and bus stations and 
hoardings and we should use them all, 
Most libraries have somewhere that can 
be used for showing slides and films and 
setting up displays; all this can be done 
by local branches, But we also need 
access to other media and this should be 
done professionally at national level. A 
whole chain of national organisations — 
some listed in John’s letter — have 
profited by advertising: in (his day and 
age, we must advertise or, as John pointed 
out, we shall stagnate. 

I have no intention of seeing 
Toc H founder, especially in my own area, 
l am going to be a nuisance in my branch, 
bringing this subject to the fore at every 
opportunity, until the rest of the lads 
agree that we must advertise. 

Let us hope it doesn’t take another 
eight years to sit up and take note of what 
John Morgan has said. Thank you, John, 
for making me sit up and for prompting 
me to give my views, 


Stan Hurley 
Bebington, Merseyside 


As far as many first time volunteers are 
concerned, Toc H appears as a rather 
small unknown organisation. Although 
they soon learn that the Movement is far 
from small, the fact remains that its aims 
and universal activities are very rarely 
publicised. 

For many years now Toc H has 
made little if any progress but now we 
can virtually see signs of a new beginning 


indicated by events such as the opening 
of the Bangladesh Centre in Notting Hill 
and Clayton House in Crawley, 

It is now that Toc H needs 
publicity to attract more volunteers and 
young people, not necessarily to become 
members, but to show the way and to 
physically help in the building of that 
better world. Perhaps it is about time 
that the membership stopped being 
frightened of sticking their necks out in 
public and realised that it is with the 
young people of today that the only real 
hope for Toc H lies. 


Christine Morgan 
Ruislip, Middlesex 


ANOTHER BRANCH JOB 


Last autumn the boys of Hitchin Branch 
were thinking of some new project to be 
taken on, Their thoughts were roaming 
the town searching out some needful task 
to be done, but minds were blank that 
evening. Then George, a newcomer to 
the town, asked ‘Is there a Blind Club in 
Hitchin? That woke us up and George, 
closely questioned, admitted knowledge 
of the successful club for the blind in 

St Albans, 

So we got to work, first a public 
meeting to which we invited other public 
spirited societies. Our Area Council 
chairwoman kindly chaired the meeting 
and we were grateful for the support 
promised at that meeting. 

Through the Hertfordshire Society 
for the Blind we invited some 70 
registered blind people to the first of our 
monthly meetings in January. 

The average attendance has been 
around the 20 mark and in addition 11 
blind people come in from the home in 
whose dining room we meet. Among the 
entertainments provided, a local choir 
have given a concert and a youth group 
enacted short plays. 

We are grateful to the Ladies’ 
Branch and the WRVS for their help in 
providing refreshments at each meeting 
and for the support we have received 
from everyone in this project. 


G W Burton 
Hitchin, Herts 


‘The opponents of marriage .. . have 
invented a phrase, free love — as if a lover 
had ever been, or could be free. It is the 
nature of love to bind itself, and the 


institution of marriage merely pays the 
average man the compliment of taking 
him at his word,’ 


G K Chesterton 


Photo: Evening Telegraph 


Corby (Northants) Joint Branch raised and spent some 


fat 


£ 1,500 to equip a new medical 


treatment room at Hazelwood House, the Corby old people’s home. The whole 
project took two years of hard work — including fund raising. Members decorated and 
re-plumbed the room and fitted it with drug cupboards, a medical couch and all the 
normal furniture required. They are now working to provide a hydraulic lift and a 
wheel chair. The project was launched when a prematurely senile friend of the branch 
vice-chairman fell and was badly burned. He had to be removed to the local geriatric 
hospital where he died soon afterwards. The branch at once decided that the home 
needed a medical treatment room and set out to provide it, In the picture, a resident 


tries it out! 


In 1977 the Church of England opened a 
new training programme to help those who 
who want to be clergymen and lay 
workers. Toc H was in from the first and 
has been providing grants to some of 
those in training. 

The bishop of Aston, the Rt Revd 
Mark Green, with the help of the staff of 
The Advisory Council of the Church’s 
Ministry, planned this new course which 
students could do at home while they 
retain their normal jobs, 1 became 
Principal of this Aston Training Scheme 
in April, 1977. I run the course from 
Oxford and, on the date of this article, 

45 students had already joined the course, 
most of them preparing to be priests, but 
alrcady two women preparing for lay 
ministry. 

All students take courses designed 
by the Open University and similar bodies, 

The Scheme covers the whole of 
England so our students are working in all 
parts of the country earning their living 
in many different ways. A lot of 
weekends are given to study. Once a term 
all students get together for a residential 
weekend and, in July, there is a Summer 
School. Each student has his, or her, 
local tutor to help them with their task of 
preparing for ministry. As Principal | 
travel around the country to supervise 
them all. By letter and telephone and 
meetings a marvellous nationwide fellow- 
ship of vocation has been created. 

The kinds of jobs done by the 
students varies, For instance there is a 
postman, a milkman, two who work on 
the ‘line’ in factories in the Midlands, a 
policeman, a Civil Servant and a teacher — 
to mention only a few. 

Why does the Scheme exist? The 


‘foci helps the Church's training 


task of ministry is a demanding one and 
many potential students need time to lay 
some foundations before entering upon 
the formal training. For instance a few 
have been Christians only a short while. 
Others left school as early as possible and 
now find the whole business of study 
difficult to cope with, Others need to 
develop themselves further before they 
will make good use of theological training. 
Finally, some are already highly trained 
but in scientific disciplines which make 
the study of theology difficult. The 
Scheme is there to help them all. The 
students are recognised candidates for 
ministry and a Bishops' Selection 
Conference asks them to do the two year 
course before going on to their College, 

All this is very new for the Church 
of England. It is part of an exciting 
development which is pioneering new 
kinds of ministry and training. Toc H 
invited the Tubby Clayton Memorial 
Fund and Toc H All Hallows Trust to 
support this pionecring venture and all 
our students were able to receive a grant 
towards the purchase of books. In 
addition, the funds have supported one or 
two special needs — for instance, a student 
who had to change his job reccived some 
help towards maintenance while he 
looked for new work in an area of 
unemployment, A number of wives have 
been able to join in the weekends with 
financial support from Toc H. 

Readers will see that it is not only 
the money that helps; it is in fact the 
strength of having Toc H with its 
reputation for service and care supporting 
this experiment which has given courage 
to the Principal and the students to feel 
that they are in an exciting development. 


n aaam 


The following branches elected new 
members during September: 


Findon Valley & Village (j) group 
Seaford (j) 

Accrington (j), Central Overseas 
(Poperinge), Gemini (Warrington) 
(j), Hull Action (j) group, 
Kennington (London) (j), 
Southampton Magpies (j) group 
Acklam (w), Chalfont (w), Dittons 
(j), Elmstead (j), Erewash & Trent 
Valley District, Gorleston & Great 
Yarmouth (m), Hackney (j), 
Manchester Central (m), Merseyside 
District, Newbury (w), R H H I j), 
Tavistock (m), Treforest (m), 
Woking (j) 
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A warm welcome to 33 new members 


by Revd 
Robin Bennett 


My own ministry began in the 
parish of Prittlewell in Southend-on-Sea 
where above the entrance porch of St 
Mary’s Church is a beautiful little chapel 
used by Toc H and holding in it a Toc H 
lamp. Some early friendships developed 
during that time, which are still strong, 
and I can feel that there are branches all 
over the country doing the work of 
service in the dedicated way for which 
Toc H is justly famous, and it is from 
such groups already engaged in ministry 
that we are able to feel we can take some 
support. 

There are many new stirrings in 
the churches. In the last year alone, the 
numbers offering for full time ministry 
in the Church of England have increased 
by over 25% and some really exciting 
people are wanting to make ministry their 
full time work because they have en 
encoutered the living Lord in their daily 
experience. The Aston Schewm 
experience. The Aston Scheme is only a 
small part of helping that ministry 
develop, but it is a very exciting moment 
in the church’s history and a privilege to 
be creating something new. 

There are many new stirrings in 
the churches. In the last year alone, the 
numbers offering for full time ministry 
in the Church of England have increased 
by over 25% and some really exciting 
people are wanting to make ministry 
their full time work because they have 
encountered the living Lord in their daily 
experience. The Aston Scheme is only 
a small part of helping that ministry 
develop, but it is a very exciting moment 
in the church's history and a privilege to 
be creating something new. 
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his year's White Horse Vale (Berks) ; 
District fair raised some £500. Here, i / Vf 
Suzy Kenwright (aged 3) is driven by EEA di ANS AA reo A 
feminine curiosity to see what happened Each year for the past 18 years, Mansfield hot lunch and tea. This ycar the Mayor 
to her ball at the Ball in the Bucket stall Toc H has organised a trip to Mablethorpe and Mayoress of Mablethorpe and Rev 
(actually, it was at the bottom of the for groups of handicapped children. and Mrs Woods helped serve the meals, 


bucket all the time!) M 


al 


hoto: John Dickson __ 


ni Rian E u RS 
‘Should we do it again? Oh, pes!” This 
year, South Dorset launched their first 
project, a Cranborne children's camp, 
with a lively mixture of kids from 
Weymouth and Portland, Cranborne 
itself and Rochester, Kent. In the picture 
Ron and Paul sympathise with Andrea — 
it was all the washing up! 


dan 
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Photo: Derby Evening Telegraph 


Waves and smiles from some of the boys 
enjoying this year's Derby Toc H canıp y q e oa 
at Osmaston Polo Ground, near ‘Oh! The agony of it!’ The women's 

Ashbourne, long jump in this year’s Toc H sports. 
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hey explored ‘The Pirate f Penrl 
up weekend at Port Penrhyn for those Beaumaris Castle, visited adventure en Penrhyn for 
children of one parent families who had Llanfairpwllewyngyllgogerychwyrndrub- ESN adults from the St Peter's Day 

_ been given a summer holiday last year. willlantysiliogogogoch and saw “Star Wars’! Centre, Eye, Peterborough. 
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Photo: Bournemouth News & Picture Service 


Y 
welve Toc H volunteers from Clwyd 
(N Wales) worked on a conservation and 
cleaning up task of National Trust 
property near Prestatyn [see Your letters’ 
in August 1978 issue). Salisbury. The picture shows Heinz and 
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Wimborne (Dorset) mounted a holiday 


the site loaned for the occasion by Lord 


K 


i 
L 


‘Mines and Moun 
spent a week in primitive conditions at 
Cefn Coed studying the contrasts 
between industrialised South Wales and 
its outstanding natural beauty. 
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Leyland Playscheme, nr Preston, Lancs is 
one of the largest in the country and 
Toc H volunteers work beside local 
leaders in a wide range of activities. 
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valley runs an abandoned canal once 
linking the Thames and the Severn. 


Summer School for mentally handicapped 
i ir Toc H volunteers worked this year with 


children, Symington, Ayrshire. 


camp for 20 children at Cranborne Park — 


— Sa Se 


Lily Mazurek of the Wimborne Branch 
and Jeffery Lawniczar, a Winant 
volunteer, with some of the children, 


A highlight of the Cranborne Camp led 
by Sue Moran was the high tea provided 
by the Bitterne (Women’s)Branch — 
bangers, mash and beans, jelly and ice 
cream, home made cakes and party 
games to shake the lot down before 
going back to camp. In the picture, 

the kids totter out after tea to get their 
bags of sweets in case they grow hungry 
on the journey. 


gradually 
creating a through waterway as a linear 
water park, 


The Wider Family 


An interesting story which has reached us 
illustrates the closeness of the Toc H 
‘wider family”. Some 6% years ago, Sister 
Celia Clemens, a Methodist missionary 
and a well loved Toc H figure in Rhodesia, 
returned to England after a series of 
strokes which left her partially paralysed 
and unable to write. She went to live in 

a Deaconess Home in Cleethorpes. At the 
request of Toc H Rhodesia, passed on by 
the Toc H International Secretary, a 
Cleethorpes member called on Sister Celia 
the moment she arrived. Ever since, until 
a few months ago, he has been a regular 
visitor and has written all her letters for 
her. Celia has many friends around the 
world and her correspondence is huge: for 
example, she sends more than 200 
Christmas cards each year! Some months 
ago, Celia moved to a Methodist home 

for the aged in North Wales, Our 
Cleethorpes member gave advance 
warning to the International Secretary, 
who wrote at once to the nearest branch 
in N Wales. By the time Celia arrived in 
her new home, a new Toc H friend was 
ready to greet her and to take over as her 
regular scribe. To round off the story, 
we have heard that black and white 
members from Rhodesia still visit Celia. 
Indeed, an African nurse, having finished 
a training course in Austria, made a 
special detour to England, simply to visit 
her before going back to Rhodesia. Any 
comment from me would be superfluous! 


Australia 


Members of Toc H Queensland — 
Australia — were saddened by the death 
of Mrs Florence Maud Britnell in June 
at the age of 89. More affectionately 
known as ‘Bobbie’, she had spent a great 
part of her life involved in service for 
others — Sunday Schools — Women’s 
Associations Red Cross — Pensioners’ 
Leagues etc. She was always in the 
vanguard when the need was there. 
Bobbie came to Australia as a war 
bride in 1919. Foundation member and 
Secretary of the Toc H Bribie Island 
Branch, she was much involved in the 
establishment of Congeau House the 
Toc H Holiday House on Bribie Island and 
was Honorary Secretary of the manage- 
ment committee during the establishment 
years. Bobbie was an example and an 
inspiration to all with whom she came in 
contact and will always be remembered 
affectionately for her warmhearted 
cheerfulness and her ability to inspire 


others. 
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India 


Our Health Centre at Pannikampatti, The 
Secretary Toc H India (Mike Shivkar) 
draws the attention of India Council 
members to the signboard, 


South Africa 


The Hon Commissioner for Toc H South 
Africa, Alec Bullivant, writes to tell us 
that they held their Central Council 
meeting in September. Its theme was 

‘On the Road’ and a series of workshop 
discussions covered a wide range of topics 
for the next year’s work. President Denis 
Etheredge summed up impressively with 
a talk ‘Signposts for the Way Ahead’. 


The guest of honour was Cynthia Walker 
of Rhodesia who spoke movingly of her 
faith in the future, 


Council had urgent fundraisingdiscussions 
but members were greatly encouraged by 
the success of the Gift Shops which have 
now distributed more than R90,000 to 
charity as well as making substantial 
contributions to Toc H Development 
Funds, 


Councillors were encouraged, too, to 
learn that more than 200 young people 
are now working under the guidance of 
Margaret Lebish to revive the Toc H 
Volunteers. 


Delegates returned home after a service 
in the lovely chapel at Le Verna inspired 
by the current revival of Toc H in South 
Africa and determined to keep up the 
impetus. 


Poperinge 


Earlier this year, the ‘Kitcheners’ {Toc H 
Youth Group) held their first Bring and 
Buy Sale and raised £200. The picture 


was taken at the jewellery stall and shows 


Kitcheners Secretary Rita Struye and 
Toc H member Mrs Oreel trapping a 
potential buyer! 


Rhodesia 


lan Petri, of Toc H Rhodesia, writes: 
‘Steam Radio’ is the newest Toc H project 
in Rhodesia, serving what will eventually 
become an 800 bed hospital for all races. 

1 was introduced to hospital radio 
by Radio Tayside, a Toc H project in 
Dundee, Scotland, and decided to set up 
a similar system here in Rhodesia. 

Having taken part in the World 
Chain of Light, and knowing that Britain 
alone has over 200 hospital broadcasting 
stations, we at ‘Steam Radio’ thought it 
might be a nice idea if we could start a 
World Chain of Sound. 

The idea is to send messages on 
cassette tape out from ‘Steam Radio’ to 
other radio stations asking them to 
broadcast the messages, add their own 
message and pass the cassette on to the 
next station on the list. Similarly, we 
could swop radio programmes with other 
hospital broadcasting systems, ¡1101 
necessarily Toc H ones. 

For this we need your help! Could 
you please sift your records for names 
and addresses of Toc H run radio systems 
in the UK and abroad and appeal to 
Toc H-ers world wide to forward to me 
the address of any hospital radio stations 
they may come across. 

lan's address is: 17 Jansen Road, 
Valencedene, Salisbury, Rhodesia. 


BAOR 


I have just seen a copy of a recent Berlin 
Bulletin (published by the Education 
Branch HQ Berlin Field Force) which 
announced this year’s first ever Toc H 
Playscheme to be held in Berlin. Some 
80 places were available on a first come, 
first served basis for children between the 
ages of five and 11, There were eight 
volunteers from UK to run the scheme 
for seven hours a day for two full weeks. 
Parents were invited to share in the work 
and help the kids enjoy day trips, 
swimming, creative activities and sport. 


Among the most regular and successful 
of the visits to the Old House have been 
the ‘Polly Tours’ run for more than four 
years now by Rev “Polly” Perkins of the 
SE Regional Staff. These are all four day 
trips (Friday morning to Monday 
evening), they are usually run twice a year 
(spring and autumn) and travel is by 12 
seater minibus. Padre “Polly” Perkins 
here gives us the distilled results of his 
long experience. 


The tour has four purposes: 

1. To get people together to share the experience of a visit to Poperinge. 

2. To show people the environment in which the seeds were sown which grew into 
our Movement. 

3. To give people an enjoyable and cheap holiday together. 

4. To foster friendships between English members and our Belgian friends. 


Polly Tours start from Rochester and passengers living in various parts of Kent are 
picked up en route to the coast. Those coming from other parts either arrive at 
Rochester Station that morning or come the night before. Originally we travelled by 
Sealink Ferry from Dover to Ostend, and travelled down the coast road through 
Nieuwport and Veurne to Poperinge. Owing to rising costs we now travel the cheaper 
way of Hovercraft from Ramsgate to Calais and up through northern France — St 
Omer and Cassel to Poperinge. 


The programme of the visit to Poperinge is as follows: 

Friday: On arrival we start with a tour of the House and go to De Ranke’s Restaurant 
for an evening meal followed by prayers in the Upper Room. 

Saturday: This is a day of relaxation and pleasure. The morning is free for exploration 
of Poperinge, and lunch at the Old House. In the afternoon we visit the seaside town 
of Koksijde, where we visit a beautiful modern Catholic Church, The Church of our 
Lady of the Sandhills, and drink in the glory of colour from its stained glass walls. 
After a wander on the seafront and browse round the shops, we go to Veurne for tea, 
and back to Poperinge, and end the day with an evening meal again at De Ranke’s and 
a short Preparation for Holy Communion in the Upper Room. 

Sunday: This is a day of seeing the background of the origins of Toc H. After Holy 
Communion in the Upper Room and breakfast, we visit Gilbert Talbot’s grave at 
Sanctuary Wood Cemetery near Ieper, the Canadian Memorial at St Julian, the 


Ramparts Cemetery at Lille Gate, leper, and end up in the nearby ‘pub’ for a refresher. 


(I park the minibus on the pub forecourt, while we visit the cemetery, and go to the 
pub for a drink in appreciation of the facility of parking the bus! They sell petrol too, 
so the bus gets a drink as well!) After lunch back at the Old House, we visit the hillier 
part of Belgium, the Red and Black Hills at Westouter, and have some fun on the Chair 
Lift. From there we move to more sober and peaceful surroundings at the Pool of 
Peace near Wijtschate, and on to leper for tea, St George’s Church for Evensong and 
the Last Post at the Menin Gate. The day ends as usual at De Ranke’s Restaurant in 
Poperinge and Light in the Upper Room. 

Monday: Recovery day! After a leisurely start to the day, we visit the Town Hall at 

11 am for a Reception by the Town Clerk. After lunch we pack up and set off for 
Calais and home. In 1974 the trip cost £24 for 4 days (or £6 a day all in except for 
pocket money). It now costs £40 (or £10 a day) to do the same thing. With the low 
exchange rate of the £ to the Belgian franc, and Belgian inflation we get hit on cost 
twice over, and it is sadly becoming a costly event, and may soon cause Polly Tours to 
be priced out of existence. 


See travel agent and decide route and 
method. Sealink Dover Car Ferry to 
Dunkirk West, Calais or Ostend or 
Hoverlloyd — Ramsgate Hovercraft to 
Calais. 


Insurance: Obtain ‘Green Card’ Vehicle 
Insurance for Company who insure your 
vehicle (cost c £6) 


EE  — — 


POPERINGE: ‘Polly Tours 


Passenger Insurance: Get travel agent to 
get a party policy from some such 
tompany as Cornhill Insurance Co Ltd. 
You want to insure for personal accident, 
baggage and money (cost c £1 per head). 


Medical Insurance: Obtain sufficient 
copies for each member of party and 
leaflet SA28 from DHSS and apply on 
back cover form for E111 form. This 
enables you to receive hospital and 
medical cover in Belgium and the medical 
authorities there claim most of the cost 
from our NHS. (This is better than taking 
out Medical Insurance cover, where you 
pay in Belgium and get your money back 
when you get home.) 


Ascertain type, length and height of 
vehicle and Reg No and state if using a roof 
rack before booking passage at travel agent. 


Obtain a permit to drive minibus in 
Europe. Apply to local Area Traffic 
Commissioners for ‘Cert concerning 
Driver Passenger Vehcile within scope of 
EEC regulations 543/69”. You also 
require from them: 

a) Individual Control Book for crew 
member in Road Transport. 

b) Book of Passenger Waybills. The 
law requiring a tachograph (spy in the 
cab) now applies to British minibus of 
over 9 seater capacity in Europe. 


Do a costing to cover all items (petrol in 
Belgium can be as much as £1.20 pg — 
need to ‘shop around’). I take as deposit 
what I spend in England and ask a balance 
in Belgian francs to be given me in 
Belgium to meet all expected costs there. 


Write to Lucienne and give her details of 
your visit. 


Book up in a restaurant for any meals you 
want oul. You will find De Ranke 
excellent and cheapest. 


The self catering kitchen at Talbot House 
is excellent but take your basic needs 
foodwise, and only buy there what you 
can’t take or forget! Things are expensive 
there, so it’s cheaper to take all you can. 

I have found doing our own catering gives 
a broader menu and saves £20 on a 4 day 
visit of 12 people, compared to paying 
Lucienne’s prices to provide meals. 


Make sure all passengers have a passport — 
at least a one year visitors’ one if not a 
full one. 


Don’t let anyone take more than £100 
in English money. 
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Shop early for Christmas 
TocH Diary 


The 1979 Diary has all the usual essential information for every Toc H member and friend; including useful 
addresses, the Ceremony of Light, a history of the Movement, financial facts, special Toc H dates, plus maps, 
metric measures and other general information. 


Colour ‘Burgundy’, symbol in gold £ p 
60p each ee Copies ; 
With ballpoint 65p each ........ copies an 


including postage 


Also 


TocH Christmas Card 


Symbol embossed in orange with greeting inside 


72p per dozen 
including postage chino made COBEN 


TocH Ties 


(While limited stocks last) 


New symbol design (background shades of maroon, dark green, black or dark blue) 
Please state colour clearly 


22, O A (fs) boa ties oe 


Blazer Badges 


2 designs: (i) the arms of Ypres (ii) the Lamp and words ‘Toc H’ 
Both available in two qualities: 


Handmade silk and wire EA each!) se. ee badges oe 
(very limited stocks) 
Machine made cotton 60p cacho badges si‘ See 


(Plus 20p p & p on each of the above items) 


Total enclosed 


Order now from: 
Toc H Publications Department, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 


Please enclose remittance with order 


BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 


From (Name), ............ a. e, teboste Branco O ran EET ugs 

Alle, 1.00.00 ob T een. N emote 906 ee 
Bruges, Belgium. Hotel Travelling to the Channel Islands? Why not 
Jacobs (established 50 leave your car with us? Open or covered 
years) welcomes Toc li accommodation, Free transport to and from 
partics and individual Weymouth Quay. For further details please 
visitors to this lovely old write enclosing sa e to: Redlands Channel 
city within casy reach of Island Car Park, (Proprietor E W Westmacott) 

Small advertisements must be received (with other famous cities of art, 369 Dorchester Road, Weymouth, Dorset. 

remittance) five weeks before publication day, and of the coast. Comfort- Tel: Upwey (030.581) 2841. 

which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The able, modernised hotel. 

charge is 3p a word (minimum 30p) to Point Quiet situation. Parking. English spoken. Weymouth — Bed, breakfast and evening meal: 

Three Magazine. Rates of display advertisc- Strongly recommended. Bed and breakfast only. family run guest house, 400 yards seafront. 

ments can be obtained from the Editorial Mr Jules Lietaert, Hotel Jacobs, Baliestraat 1, Free car park, residential licence, Coach parties 

Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks. Bruges 8000. Telephone: (050) 398 31/32. welcome, Terms from £30 per week, Open all 

Telephone: 0296 623911. year including Christmas, Mrs Cole, Kirtleton 

Christian friendship/marriage introductions. House, 21 Kirtleton Avenue, Weymouth, 

Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, Allages. Nationwide. Also single holidays. Tel: Weymouth 5296, 

combs, key fobs, diaries, etc gold stamped to Holyland tour (Sept 1978). Weekend house 

your requirements. Details: Northern parties. C F Fellowship, Dept/B23, Edenthorpe, 

Novelties, Bradford BD! 3HE. Doncaster. (SAE). 


à Published by Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover; Bucks HP22 6BT and printed by Reedprint Ltd, Windsor, Berks. 
—— 


